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A Glimpse at Our Holiday Season by Desiree Rodriguez 
 This past holiday season was 
a whole new experience for me and 
for many of the new students at 
Operation New Hope (ONH). Many 
charter schools do not hold anything 
s p e c i a l f o r T h a n k s g i v i n g o r 
Christmas. Therefore, it does not  feel 
much like a family setting. For 
students attending different schools, 
their holiday season feels as though it 
is a time of stress, pressure, and a 
rush to get  work done in desperate 
need to have a break off from school. 
Many educators and students end up 
forgetting what  the holiday season is 
truly about……. Family. However, 
this is not the case at ONH.
 Operation New Hope feels so 
much like a family throughout the 
school year and even more when the 
holidays come around. I have been at 
ONH for only a couple of months and 
I have never felt so comfortable at 
any school as I have at ONH. The 

staff has done everything in their 
power to make the holiday season 
feel special, loved, and make the 
holidays come to life. For Christmas 
we are also having a potluck and 
small white elephant gift  exchange, 
even though we are to bring in a gift, 
not many of us have money. The staff 
really tries to make it fair for 
everyone and put a limit  on the 
amount of money we spend on gifts 
so that everyone can participate and 
no one feels left out. 
 F o r m e a t m y h o m e 
Christmas and Thanksgiving is a very 
special time of year and my family 
c e l e b r a t e s t h e m i n s u c h a n 
extravagant way. It is very exciting 
and special to see that my school, 
Operation New Hope, also brings 
these two holidays to the students and 
makes it  even more special for 
everyone. We all feel as if we are part 
of their family and like I stated earlier 

brings these holidays to life and 
makes them special for all the 
students at  Operation New Hope. I 
can not  express enough how amazing 
Operation New Hope is to be willing 
to bring this to their students even 
though they do not need to and are 
not obligated to do so. The staff does 
it out of the kindness of their hearts, 
and for that I am truly grateful For 
my ONH family! 

ONH Holiday Gift Exchange and Party
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Upcoming 
Months at ONH

January February March Upcoming 
Months at ONH

5
Winter Break is Over, Back to 
School 

3,4
CAHSEE Testing.... STUDY 
STUDY STUDY

17,18
CAHSEE Testing.... STUDY 
STUDY STUDY

Upcoming 
Months at ONH

12,13,19
January 12-13 - Muir In-
ServiceNo School
January 19 - Dr. Martin Luther 
King Day

9, 14,16
President Lincoln Birthday
Valentines Day
Presidents Day
End of Trimester :) 

23
Start of Trimester III

Upcoming 
Months at ONH

28
End of Trimester :) 

31

Cesar Chaves Day ) 

The love of family and the 
admiration of friends is 
much more important than 
wealth and privilege. 

Charles Kuralt

 My name is Elci Rosales and I 
am 21 years old. I am from Rancho 
Cucamonga and a mother of two boys  
who are 2 and 5 years old.
 November is one of my favorite 
months due to the very reason that my 
whole family gets together to enjoy all 
kinds of food we serve on Thanksgiving 
Day. This is a wonderful experience for 
me and my kids. Each family member 
has a chance to bring something different 
to the table. My mom and grandma are 
the ones that  make the turkey and ham as 
the main dish for Thanksgiving. We 
enjoy getting together as a family for 
Thanksgiving and enjoying the delicious 
food everyone brings to the table.
 Christmas for my family is 
something very special. We enjoy 
Christmas because the family gets 
together. Christmas Day is a very hectic 
day for my little family of four. We have 
to visit my dad and mom one day and the 
next  day we visit my boyfriends family. 
On Christmas Day with my family we 
play Christmas games and eat  tamales. 
The little ones have a gift exchange 
between them and the adults usually play 
a gift exchange game. Christmas is a 
very busy day for my family, but at the 

end it  is well worth it  because of the new 
memories we make.
 New Years is a little different for 
my family. Ever since we all grew up 
and now have our own families we have 
all gone our separate ways in celebrating 
New Years. I normally spend New Years 
with my boyfriends family since my 
family doesn't  do anything anymore.  I 
also go visit my father-in-law that is in 
prison for New Year’s so he can see his 
grandkids. I can say New Years is not 
one of my favorite holidays, but I enjoy 
being around family on any holiday.
 Being a mother of two boys 
during the holidays is fun, but yet 
stressful. Thanksgiving is always 
enjoyable for my family; it’s nothing but 
happiness and laughter. Dur ing 
Christmas even though its a very hectic 
month for me I love buying my kids new 
things and seeing them very happy 
opening their presents. New years for my 
family is an okay holiday but I enjoy my 
family company and seeing family that  I 
don't get  to see all the time. The holidays 
are something I actually look forward to 
every year for the family and the food 
we eat.



Interview with an ONH 
Staff member (Ms. Cynthia)

                    By Shane Huffman
1.  How did you find your job here at 
Operation New Hope ?
I was an intern through San Bernardino 
Valley College .

2. How did you start losing weight? 
I was in a stressful state of mind 
because , I was leaving a relationship 
and I felt like needed to invest my time 
and mind into happiness. 

3. What is your favorite color ? 
 Teal 

4. Do you have any sisters or 
brothers ? 
Yes I have fourteen sisters  and five 
brothers . 

5.Do you have any pets ?
 None as of yet   

6. What was your best memory at 
Operation New Hope ?
I would have to say when , I first 
started  everyone was so welcoming 
and helpful.

7. What is your favorite type of 
readying ?
Self awareness articles on 
MindBodyGreen.com.

8.Who were you surprised to  see 
graduated , This past year ?
Ignacio Gamez: Because when he first 
started he was so closed off , but now 
he is thriving , and his willingness to 
succeed goes  above and beyond his 
barriers.

                 DO IT BECAUSE YOU CAN!

My name is Wayne Turner and I have 

been attending Operation New Hope for about a 
year now. One of my interests is physical fitness 

because it has helped me relieve stress in my life 
and much more.

In my own experience with exercising I 
have found that isolating your muscles when 

working out helps them the most. I feel that when I 
isolate my muscles I feel the burn and achieve 

maximum results. The routine I have is to allow 
time to recover in between the workouts to allow 

my muscles to heal and be ready for the next time I 
focus on the same muscle area. For example, when 

focusing on the abdominal area one can see more 
muscle toning occurring in that targeted area.

When it comes to exercising, most 
people believe that results are dependent on the 

hours you spend in the gym; however it’s the 
complete opposite. A person’s ideal body figure is 

determined upon your food diet. So, when 
exercising one must follow a strict diet otherwise 

your body will not receive the nutrients it needs to 
grow and reach your goals. When trying to gain 

weight one must find out how many calories he or 
she consumes a day and double that amount. Yet, 

when someone is trying to cut weight they need to 
intake less calories a day.

If you find yourself to be an athletic 
person or even above average in this area, then I 

would say you need to go the extra mile because it 

is harder for us to gain results. Most communities 

have gyms with private trainers, sports, and much 
more. You can also go as far as training with the fire 

squad running in the mountains with weighted vests 
and my personal favorite an elevation mask. It is a 

good idea to involve yourself in boot camps, MMA 
gyms, drink protein shakes, and or supplemental 

pills for faster results. Your overall goal is to push 
your body to its limits and go above and beyond 

because nobody knows your body like you. If you're 
not experiencing muscle failure you aren’t push 

yourself hard enough.
With the little bit of tips I have shared. 

Ask yourself what are some of the guidelines that 
you can come up with for the kind of lifestyle you 

want and if you can put yourself through these 
extreme conditions and keep a well-balanced diet. I 

feel that most people can. It is up to your own self-
motivation and willingness to keep on going. You 

will be surprised how fast you will see results.



An Interview with Robert Sega
                  By Ignacio Gamez

1. When you first decided to go to college; 
what field did you want to pursue?
Robert: At first, my choice was to get a 
philosophy degree.

2. Why did you choose to get a degree in 
philosophy?
Robert: I chose philosophy because I 
needed a higher degree that will mean 
something in life. But then I was eager and 
motivated to pursue a higher education in 
something else and decided to change my 
major.

3. What happened that made you decide to 
change your major?
Robert: I changed my major because I 
wanted to help people in my career. So, I 
changed it to a psychology major knowing 
that this would impact the lives of others.

4. Was there a specific reason that led you 
to want to dedicate yourself to helping 
people?
Robert: Yes, the reason why I did that was 
because my life was rough. A lot of my 
family members had died or went to prison. 
So, I didn't want to hurt my own family. I 
wanted to help them be better people in life.

5. How did your career as a therapist begin?
Robert: My therapy degree started 20 years 
ago at the original Operation New Hope 
(ONH) in Corona.  During this time I had 
the opportunity to work with the founder 
Bill Degnan.

6. What was the reason you choose to work 
at ONH?
Robert: I needed to do community service 
hours, and a friend of mine referred me to 
Mr. Degnan.

7. After your community service hours were 
completed, what was your next step?
Robert: I decided then to “Help” out 
people and make a change in the world.?

8. How did you find your way back to 
ONH?
Robert: Upon completion of my Master’s 
program for the MFT (Marriage Family 
Therapist) I needed to complete hours for 
my practicum. It just so happens that I did 
my hours at the new and improved ONH 
located in Rancho Cucamonga.

9.  If you could say something to all of the 
students at John Muir what would that be?
Robert: “Watch your thoughts; they 
become words. Watch your words; they 
become actions. Watch your actions, they 
become habits. Watch your habits, they 
become character. Watch your character, it 
becomes your destiny”….

Life Change, One Leaf at a Time
My name is Jannell Terrell. I am 25 years old and a single mother with 

four daughters. I am currently struggling to make a living for myself. I desire to 
be a good example for my children. So, I am attending Operation New Hope as 
an adult to educate myself and become successful in life. This past  summer, I 
became homeless finding myself driving out of state with nothing left to call 
home. I was miserable and made poor choices that  wouldn’t get me far. 
Dragging around four children and luggage was difficult during this time in my 
life.

 One day, I received a call from my mother encouraging me to drive 
back to California because she was willing to help me. I drove six hours back to 
California finding myself receiving no help from my mother after all. Therefore, 
I began living out  of my van and in motel homes. During this time I became 
aware that I was not living a stable lifestyle and had no guidance at this 
moment. I realized my life was a wreck and chaotic.
My only choice to do next was to go seek assistance for help at  the Welfare 
office. That  is when I was able to put my family in a two bedroom apartment 
moving my things from storage into our new home. The kids school was about 
to begin, so I had to find a school to enroll them in. Luckily, I found a school 
called Operation New Hope that allows students to earn a diploma between 
the ages of 16 to 24 years old. Being that  I was at the age of twenty-four, I 
quickly enrolled myself and my little sister. My kids were enrolled at Dona 
Merced Elementary School. Luckily, all these schools are all located in Rancho 
Cucamonga which is an easier convenience for the whole family. 

My opportunity so far has been a great  blessing for me. During my first 
semester, I earned thirty-five credits which meant I was almost ready to 
graduate. But  then I started to doubt myself thinking school was not for me. 
Hearing people say work instead of going to school because you're too old. 
Fortunately, someone I would call a mentor believed in me which has helped 
me reach my goals. Pushing myself to not  give up; Marty helped me get  a job. I 
am now working and my kids are in daycare and I am balancing a busy daily 
schedule towards my goals. I am five credits away in becoming a High School 
graduate. This has been a goal of mine these past eight years. I am now living a 
life that’s transitioning towards success. Through Operation New Hope 
anything is possible.

Janelle and her Family



Interview with Ms. Nancy
 by Eddie Mendoza

Me:  When and where did the teacher thing start ?
Ms. Nancy: It started when I was little girl. I used to play pretend as a teacher 
with my young brother and sisters. When I was a teen, I was given 
opportunities to teach in Sunday school classes and instruct tap dance and 
gymnastics to kids. I realized I was always in a leadership position.

Me: What was the first step you took to become a teacher ?
Ms. Nancy: I knew I needed a college degree in either Liberal Studies or Child 
Development. So, I chose to study at Cal State Fullerton. 

Me: How did you feel during your first time subbing ?
Ms. Nancy: Scared and nervous to see how the kids were going to act
and treat me.

Me: Did it go as you expected?
Ms. Nancy: It actually was a fun experience and the kids responded in a 
positive way. Some students would say “ I was a cool teacher.” I think this was 
the case because I was young and also I grew up in Pomona like many of them.

Me: How long were you a sub at PUSD?
Ms Nancy: About four and a half years.

Me: What was the wait to become an official teacher?
Ms. Nancy: In this economy teachers were being pink slipped and I didn’t want 
to apply  because I felt that as a first time teacher I would lose my job. I 
decided to wait until things were steady.

Me: What was the first school you subbed at ?
Ms. Nancy: Marshall Middle School. It was a terrible school with fights almost 
every day. Many students had bad attitudes. So, when I subbed there I made 
sure to set the tone and give clear expectations. I didn’t put up with any 
nonsense. One thing that help relate with the students was to share a personal 
story about about an experience in attending school in Pomona.

Me: What gets you up in the morning?
Ms. Nancy: My passion for life.  I am thankful that God is always watching out 
for me. The thing that gets me up in the morning is knowing that I am going to 
work and do something I enjoy doing, teaching. I wake up knowing that I have 
a chance to serve my Lord by helping others with their well being and growth 
of knowledge.

Me: How do you like teaching here at ONH ?
Ms. Nancy: “ I LOVE IT! ”  I work with an amazing staff.
I’m starting to see the family culture and care everyone has for the students. I 
am truly blessed to work here at ONH.

Death by Substance Abuse (Drugs) 

 There is an extremely high 
death rate due to drug abuse in our 

country. This includes suicides 
caused by overdose. The worst part is 

that the majority of the deaths are 
from under aged kids. Drugs have 

been sneaking its way into schools 
little by little. There are many reasons 

that someone might start to do drugs 
and why someone might try to 

commit suicide as a result from 
using.

 One major reason young 
people begin using is due to peer 

pressure. Peer pressure is a big part 
of why someone might consider 

trying a drug for their first time. 
Whether a person did or didn’t want 

to try it, somehow one can get 
curious over time and then the idea of 

trying it out will cross their mind. 
Some of these pressures can even 

come from the media.   For instance, 

various drugs can be advertised on 
television to convince a person to buy 

their products such as cigarettes or 
alcohol. Sadly, it is extremely easy to 

get hooked on to it and difficult to 
quit.  I am certain that we all know 

someone that has passed away from 
drug abuse.

 Moreover, suicide is a very 
big, and yet sensitive topic. However, 

it has been happening a lot around us. 
Some celebrities have committed 

suicide by using drugs, and one 
example is Robin Williams. He 

actually had depression and was 
bipolar. This led him to using drugs 

which eventually led to his death.
Drugs are all around us and 

we can’t hide from it, but we can do 
something about it. All we need to do 

is say no before you or anyone gets 
hooked.  A better idea would be to 

exercise because it will give you a 
better and natural high. Not only is it 

going to make you feel good but it 
will get you in shape. Just remember 

to be the bigger person and just say 
NO. Protecting your health is your 

own choice and responsibility.

-Brandon Ledesma

The X-factor of Kobe Bryant
By Davonte Hicks

  I am going to share how Kobe 
stayed on one team during his whole 
career. Kobe was lucky to be drafted 
straight out of high school. As soon 
as he entered the NBA he earned 
many awards. Instantly, Kobe’s 
career escalated.
 Kobe was born August 23, 
1978 in Philadelphia. He attended 
Lower Merion High School. His 
jersey number in high school was 33. 
After finishing with high school his 

jersey was retired in 1996. There 
were a lot of colleges that wanted 
him to play basketball for their 
school. Some examples include Duke 
in North Carolina, University of 
North Carolina, and Michigan State. 
However, Kobe didn’t pick college 
ball.
 There was one more step for 
Kobe to enter the draft. He had to 
play in the McDonald’s All Star 
game. It was then that many scouts 
started noticing how good his skills 
were for being just fresh out of high 

school. So, The Hornets traded the 
pick to the Lakers.
 His career in the NBA has 
been great and everyone knows that 
he is a natural leader. Kobe has won 
five championships with the Lakers. 
He also played in the All Star game 
sixteen times. Kobe’s been in the 
NBA for nineteen years and his 
contract ends next year 2016. So, he 
will be in the NBA for a total of 
twenty years. Lucky for him, he has 
been on one team for his entire 
basketball playing career.



My Goals by Stephanie Tavarez

      My name is Stephanie Tavarez and I'm 22 years old. I have been attending 
Operation New Hope since July of 2014.

 
 Do you ever feel like you don’t know what your purpose in life is? My 
thoughts about this question is that if you do what you like doing…that is what 
your purpose in life is, and so, make that your goal. Accomplish what you enjoy 
doing. For example, I enjoy helping animals. So, one of my future goals is to 
become a vet and have my own business. 
 I’m going to share some ways in becoming a vet.  First,  I need to 
graduate from Operation New Hope and earn my high school diploma. Second, I 
am going to a community college to get my associate degree.  Third, I'm going to 
get in the navy so that they can pay for my college fees. Last but not least, I am 
going to a university and study to become a vet.
 This is what I’m currently doing to reach my goals.  I am waking up 
early at 6:40am to get my daughter and I ready for school to be at school by 
8:40am. I'm in school till 2:30pm the latest will be 4:00pm. I go home and get 
ready to go to the vet and volunteer. By volunteering at the vet it helps gain 
experience. Also, I have two dogs and one cat at home that I take care of. I also 
work part time and save money.   
 By 2021 I’m going to be 29 years old and by then I plan to be a vet and 
have my own business, so I can start helping animals. From there on I am also 
going to own an animal shelter so, I can find nice homes for them. When I'm in 
my late 30’s I don't have to work. I am, hoping my business is going to continue 
helping animals. This business is going to 
belong to my daughter when she gets older.   
 My conclusion is that when you do 
something you like, you are making a 
difference in your own personal life. For 
example, I enjoy helping animals. Make 
your goal something you enjoy doing and if 
you make it your career it will not feel like a 
job. 

An Interview with Ms. Jackie 
By: Mariah Sanchez 

Me: What is your educational background? 
Jackie: I have a bachelors degree in psychology.

Me: What are you currently reading for enjoyment?
Jackie: I am reading “Bring Your A Game” book.

Me: What do you want to be doing in five years?
Jackie:  I would like to have my masters degree in less 
than five years and to have a musical album out.  I would 
also like to continue working with a youth development 
program such as Operation New Hope.

Me: List five adjectives that describe yourself?
Jackie: Adaptable, innovator, friendly, responsible, and 
adventurous.

Me: What is one of your weaknesses and how are you 
working to improve it?
Jackie: My weakness is procrastination. Periodically, I 
set short term goals to complete on time and have a 
mentor as my accountability.

Me: What interests do you pursue outside of the 
classroom?
Jackie: Music because I enjoy singing. Additionally, I 
love sports such as basketball.

Me: Why do you like teaching?
Jackie: It is a rewarding experience and very fulfilling.

Me: What subjects do you teach?  
Jackie: I mainly teach math and other subjects when 
needed.

Me: What do you like most about teaching math?
Jackie: That there is an answer to every problem.

Me: How do you motivate your students to become 
active learners?
Jackie: I motivate my students by encouraging them and 
relating the information at hand to present life situations 
or experiences according to the student.

Me: Talk about a time with a troubling student you have 
taught to become better in math or any subject?’
Jackie: I taught my brother whom is in sixth grade 
simple math such as dividing, subtraction, and 
multiplying. He did not understand what he was doing 
and I helped him through relating the problems to things 
that he enjoyed doing such as favorite soccer players, and 
video games- Clash of Clans. We used white boards and 
pictures to understand the concept. 

Me: How do the assignments you give offer students the 
opportunity to express their  creativity and individuality?
Jackie: They’re able to explore how smart they are 
through their own creativity and imagination and 
reaching milestones they never thought possible.

Me: How do you provide support for students with 
exceptional abilities?
Jackie: I Love to test them through their memory skills 
and their ability to understand the material. Supporting 
them with positive encouraging words once they are able 
to show that they can do what they are working on. 

ONH Students representing at 
the Y4 Conference. 



Ideas During the Break
by Natasha Cantu

My name is Natasha Cantu 
and I’m 17 years old. I have been 
attending Operation New Hope for a 
few months now. My goals are to get 
back up on my feet and achieve my 
dreams. So, for this upcoming break I 
will be participating in some great 
experiences by getting out of the 
house and spending time with my 
mother-in-law and fiance. 

For starters, I will be doing a 
lot  before the New Year comes along. 
I will be going on a racing boat  with 
my Fiance and my Mother-in-law. 
When we are on the boat  we are 
going to a MVP bar to chill there and 
meet a whole bunch of people. The 
thing I hope we do is to find out  how 
fast  the boat goes.  We will be joining 
his three kids and ride in the Ocean 
Parade. I’m excited to see all the 
boats lit up in the middle of the 
ocean.

The second thing we are 
going to do is visit  Big Bear to enjoy 
the snow and go sledding down the 
mountains. We are also going to ride 
through the snow on a snow mobile 
to the place that has instructors to 
teach us how to snow board. I know 
for starters I am going to be scared to 
try and snow board down the hill. 
 I’m not really sure what  else 
I’m going to be experiencing for this 
coming break but hopefully it  will be 

a whole lot  more. I’m super excited 
for this break and for the opportunity 
to spend it with my other half and 
make fun memories before the New 
Year comes around the corner and 
school begins.

My new goals for this 
coming up year is to graduate as soon 
as possible and move to Moreno 
Valley and go to Platt College to 
study Video Graphics. I really want  to 
makes games or websites, but  both 
would also be fun. If that doesn’t 
follow through the way I’m expecting 
it to, I also would love to help the 
kids that aren’t in good envirments at 
home. I can’t  wait for my life to 
really start, where it’s time to be 
independent and start my career. 

The Self- Discipline Through 
Martial Arts

My name is Robert  Zozaya and I am 
a student at Operation New Hope. I 
was born in Santa Maria, California 
in 1996. Eleven years later I was 
introduced to Martial Arts. At  this 
time in my life, I felt I needed to 
escape from my everyday life 
because I was not accepted by my 
family for not  being pure hispanic . I 
was presented with problems every 
time I would come home from 
school. So I am glad to have found an 
interest that has been positive in my 
growth.

 As I excelled in Taekwondo I 
noticed myself changing in drastic 
ways. I was taught  self-discipline 
through consecutive practice. There 
are so many different  types of martial 
arts out there in the world. These 
Martial arts demand and mold traits 
such as competitive discipline, 
respect, dedication, and compassion. 
How you use those traits and which 
ones you take and leave will 
determine the type of student  you will 
become. There is a lot  that  goes on in 
the dojo besides just  fighting and 
lessons. Some days we review  the 
moves we have been learning prior to 
the day before. Other days we just 
relax and try to help those who are 
falling behind in our lessons.

 T h e r e a r e c e r t a i n 
requirements in almost  all Martial 
arts. Those who are interested in 
learning must be in well enough 
physical health to participate at  the 
rate of the class. If you have any 
health problems you should talk to 
your sensei before you plan on 
participating. During practice you 
never want to hurt a fellow student  or 
be hurt. Practice is only for the body 
to better understand and read a 
situation that you may face in the real 
world. 



New Job 
Experience

 I’m Patrick Villareal and I 
am 17 years old. I started 
Operation New Hope about a year 
ago. Recently, my second oldest 
brother encouraged me to get a job 
at KFC and work with him. So, I 
checked to see what the hiring 
process is so that I can begin. First, 
I learned that I had to get my food 
handler card and my California ID. 
Luckily, Operation New Hope 
helped me get my food handlers 
card and they helped me take the 
test. Thankfully I passed the test. 
 Second thing I did was 
went online and apply. A few days 
after I applied and they called me 
in for an interview. They asked me 
a few questions about interests and 
other random questions. I guess 
they liked me because they hired 
me on the spot and had me go to 
work the same day for 5 hours. 
They have me there for 5 days a 
week and gave me 5 to 7 hours 
each day. It all paid off when I 
received my first check because for 
only 4 days I got a nice amount. 

A week later I went to a 
bank to open a checking and 
savings account. This way I could 
put money away for college and 
for my future 64 Impala car. I 
know that  if I put away a good 
amount of money on the side, I 
will be able to live in a nice 
apartment. I want to meet my goals 
and  keep telling myself I could do 
it and not let anyone or anything 
distract me. 

Frosty Gets Frostbite 
The wind is blowing, you can hear 

it in the trees.
They’re whistling hard, this 

Christmas Eve.
It’s freezing outside, a negative 

100 degrees.
Its so cold even Frosty doesn't 

have a gleam.

Now, Frosty the snowman is 
usually a happy soul.

But this Christmas Eve it was way 
too cold.

No family and no friends to play 
outside, 

This Christmas is ruined, he cried 
and cried.

The day got colder, and the night 
got long.       

Little Ol’ Frosty lost his song.
No “thumpty, thump, thump”, 

singing- it felt so wrong,
Especially since there was no one 

to sing along.

He sighed as his body sleighed 
through the snow,

His hat fell off because his head 
hung low.

His scarf blew away, Oh no! Oh 
no!

It gets so cold when you're all 
alone.

He sat sadly, and became as stiff 
as a beam.

Little Ol’ Frosty got frostbite on 
his feet.

He could not move, and it began 
to spread.

It spread so quickly, it almost 
touched his head.

Its five till midnight, Christmas is 
almost here.

Im all alone, with so many tears.
He sighed and said, “Well, Merry 

Christmas to me.”
Maybe Santa will come…

I guess we will see.

-Jenessa
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Blessings from our Partners in the Community 
This past  year, for the first 

time, Operation New Hope engaged 
in the Holiday  spirit and celebrated 
Thanksgiving and Christmas for our 
students. We contributed towards a 
del ic ious feast  and enjoyed 
participating in a White Elephant 
gift exchange party. The bondage of 
a family environment is important 
to the foundation of our program 
and we want all our students to 
know that regardless of any race, 
culture, socio-economic status, or 

background we are all family; one 
family. 

Thanks to the United States 
Marine Corps Toys for Tots 
program we were able to make the 
Christmas holiday even more 
special for our students and their 
families. Every  year this amazing 
program collects and distributes 
t oys fo r l ow- income based 
communi t ies , and th is year 
Operation New Hope was delighted 
to be part of their contribution. 

Thank you again to the Twenty-nine 
Palms Marine Corps for helping us 
help our families. 

Also, an extended thank you 
to the CASAS Program who 
donated thirty  Circus Vargas tickets 
and twelve Ontario Reign Hockey 
tickets. With the continuing support 
of other organizations we hope to 
continue serving our community.



 
Music is a way people 
can connect with their 
emotions no matter the 
genre. I believe that 
music can help bring out 
the problems and stress 
that  people bottle up 
inside. Just like humans, 
music has a soul that  is 
freeing. The one thing 
that certain people get 

mixed up with is the rhythm or flow of the beat. It  is a 
remedy, but the mixture of both the beat and lyrics is 
healing to the point  of freeing the minds. Here is one 
example of lyrics: 
 
 I wonder how would it  be if the world had no   
 fear no hate and a sadness with no tears

and no more contemplating on broke years
I always felt like the rich hated us broke kids 
because they thought we were aggressive 
there guns drawn and were still sketching 
I’m telling you these words are weapons 
I’m telling you this world is hectic 
I pray to God just to end it 
I’m just saying don’t get offended
its hard to reminisce on things thats unattended 

I took their hate and then I left it 
I did what no one expected
to change the world is my intention
to take earths beef and shred it
these immature wars are pathetic 
life’s a struggle and they don’t get it
I’m just telling those ears thats mended 
that my beginning just barely ended

 Music can be one of the best stress relievers and 
a way to cool off. No one thinks of how and what music 
can do to open your mind.. Music is more than just  a beat 
with lyrics, music is also a story of the song writer. Most 
people who become musical entertainers write their 
songs based on their background of their struggles or 
their life successes. Actually music started with poetry  
like William Shakespeare, Edgar Allan Poe, and William 
Wordsworth. I use music as an escape from stress or 
anything I can’t handle and just be in my own.
 So when it comes to listening to music, playing 
music, or even making music you just have to remember 
to open your mind and let the music play for you and you 
will see the difference in how you look at it or  a new 
perspective.

    -Michael Toki
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